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in the know 

Keep track of what is going on in Beatrice Public Schools.  

Go to http://www.beatricepublicschools.org/vcalendar/ 

Like us on Facebook 

www.beatricepublicschools.org  

Jackie Bornemeier does most of her work from her office at the Central Administration Building, Her duties include payroll, working with new 

employees, answering questions about insurance and other benefits and maintaining several websites. 

employee of the month 

Bornemeier named Employee of  the Month 

Laurie Spilker was the November 

employee of the month. 

“Laurie is a tremendous asset to 

Beatrice Public Schools,” said her 

nominator.  The nominator continued,  

“Laurie is very passionate about the 

job and truly loves all the kids. Laurie 

makes it a mission each day to 

SMILE and greet kids as they come 

in, and to talk and interact with kids 

every day, all day. She truly makes 

them feel important and like someone 

is genuinely interested in them.” 

Spilker problem solves with them 

on issues, behaviors and makes it a 

point to try to help them make a plan 

on how to be better and help them-

selves. “Some kids seek her out daily 

to tell her about an event or happen-

ing in their life,” said the nominator,  

“Laurie is truly a friend to them, and 

for some, providing them the friend-

ship they may lack with their peers,” 

Spilker brings a wealth of tools and 

knowledge of student behavior and 

building protocol to her current posi-

tion from years of working with the 

kids in the classrooms as a para.  

Spilker takes a great amount of 

pride in her work and strives to hit the 

deadlines each day. “Laurie is cau-

tious and aware in regards to the safe-

ty of students and staff and is not 

afraid to question visitors, though al-

ways in a very friendly manner,” said 

her nominator. 

 “Laurie is always first to volunteer 

to help or just jump in where needed 

for any task in any situation,” said the 

nominator,  “Laurie doesn’t have to 

be asked. She just does and has a 

great knack for seeing what needs to 

be done before it happens. 

Spilker named Employee of  the Month 

http://www.beatricepublicschools.org/vcalendar/


Students spread kindness each day 
Being kind is encouraged on a daily basis in the school district and 

during the holidays the generosity of students and staff is on full 

display. “I feel, however, that the best time to give someone a nice 

surprise is when it isn’t expected,” said Ron Clark. 

The National Honor Society did just this for four families this 

month. “These families of elementary students were identified by 

administrators and school counselors,” said NHS sponsor Tracy 

Post. Students then shopped and wrapped the gifts for these fami-

lies.  

NHS joined forces with Student Council and the Leadership Class 

for “A Warmer Day Coat Drive” in November to collect coats, mit-

tens and caps. “We collected 13 large bags of coats, gloves, and 

caps,”  said Carol Oltman, Student Council sponsor. This was the 

second year for the drive. 

The Leadership Class also coordinated a Holiday Book Drive for 

Beatrice Community Preschoolers. 

The My Stuff Fundraiser by the Circle of Friends is for the My Stuff 

Foundation. “The My Stuff Foundation is for students who enter the 

foster care system who have nothing because of the circumstances 

they have been put in,” said  Emily Iverson, Circle of Friends spon-

sor.  “This fundraiser is for the Gage County Foster system because 

we know nights can be hard, children question their safety, and we 

just want them to try to get a good nights sleep,” said Iverson. 

In order to encourage donations the Circle of Friends challenged 

Student Council and Key club to have them compete to see who can 

raise the most goods for a better tomorrow for foster students, ac-

cording to Iverson.  

Donations will be accepted for this drive through Thursday, Dec. 

19. Lisa McCubbin, foster care specialist for OMNI Inventive 

Care  will be here to accept the bags on Friday, Dec. 20.  

Earlier in the year each student at Beatrice High School received a 

“Thankful for You” note. This was coordinated by the Leadership 

Class. “We hope all our students know how thankful we are for 

them and how much we love being a part of their educational jour-

ney!” said Joan Doyle-Workman. She originated and teaches the 

class. This is the sixth year for the project. 

The Title 1 students at Stoddard also wrote kind notes to put on their 

classmates’ lockers.  “We made sure everyone in the school re-

ceived a kind note!” said Jenny Frerichs, Title One teacher. Students 

also wrote a kind note to an adult at our school.  “The kids enjoyed 

writing these and were excited to see their friends reactions to the 

kind notes,” said Frerichs. 

Paddock Lane Houses are Christmas Caroling on Thursday, Dec 19 

at Kensington, Homestead House, Homestead Village, Good Samar-

itan, Samaritan Springs, Beatrice Health and Rehab, Carstens Gar-

dens, and the Senior Center. 

Students in Ben Essam and Mike Policky’s study halls will be visit-

ing the residents at the Paddock Kensington to spread some holiday 

cheer. 

 

Ron Clark’s Essential 55 

 

Rule 11 of Ron Clark’s Essential 55  

o any other 

be willing to 
tru-

o elevate 
inging nu-

I find 

Surprise others by performing        

random acts of kindness. Go out of 

your way to do something                

surprisingly kind and generous for 

someone at least once a month. 

National Honor Society students 

after wrapping the packages they 

purchased for four families. Sev-

eral organizations in the school 

system worked to make the holi-

day season special. 



(clockwise) First State Bank teams up with Key 

Club for a Stuff the Trailer food drive. 

BLAST@Stoddard students are the I in Kind.  Some 

of the Leadership Class went to Homestead House 

and decorated cookies with the residents. Leader-

ship class helps with the Blue Valley Community 

Wish List before Thanksgiving. A Stoddard elemen-

tary student with the card she received from a Title 

I student. 

 

Ron Clark’s Essential 55 

Surprising others part of  the culture at all schools 



stake your claim 
They first staked their claim with Beatrice Public Schools and are now making a difference every day 

Essam named Clabaugh Outstanding Educator 

‘Great teachers who made school enjoyable for me; 

Mr. Stuart, Ms. Martin, Mr. Weeks, Mr. Coudeyras, 

Mr. Jensen , Mrs. Sykes and Mr. Sutter really made 

class fun yet educational and they all taught me val-

uable skills to become a teacher.  They all connected 

really well with their students and all seemed to en-

joy their jobs. I always enjoyed going into their classrooms where 

you were going to be treated great and learn life skills in addition to 

the curriculum they taught.  BPS taught me how to work hard and 

smart, treat others well, and believe in myself. I have great memo-

ries of going to school each day at BPS and appreciate the freedoms 

they allowed us as students to focus on areas of school and provided 

many activities for all sorts of students.  Playing athletics at BPS 

helped me get my first two years of college paid for at SCC-Beatrice 

playing golf.’  

Ben Essam  

Ben Essam was named the recipient of 

the 2019 Clabaugh Family Outstanding 

Educator Award in November. This 

award honors a Beatrice educator that 

displays effective teaching strategies in 

and out of the classroom; demonstrates 

the ability to inspire, promote and sustain 

the intellectual development of students; 

uses an approach that is innovative, intel-

lectually rigorous, creative and engaging; 

and contributes to developing or enhanc-

ing professionalism in their specialty ar-

ea. He received a plaque and $1,000. 

“Mr. Essam is always very prepared for 

each of his classes and takes pride in 

bringing great energy to the classroom 

day in and day out,” said one of his nomi-

nators, “How he is able to engage stu-

dents is key to his success as an educator 

and allows for his classes to be especially 

productive.” 

Several nominators spoke about his 

ability to connect with students. “Mr. 

Essam also excels at giving students 

hope,” said one,    “He connects with 

them outside of school, where he talks to 

them and demonstrates genuine care.”  

Essam currently teaches two Ancient 

Civilization and four eighth grade Ameri-

can History classes. 

After 20 years of coaching basketball 

he stepped away to spend more time with 

his wife, Sarah, and his two daughters, 

Maya and Anisha. He loves to travel with 

his family to places across the United 

States and other countries. “These experi-

ences help me in the classroom to show 

students that there is a whole world out 

there and how lucky we are to live in 

such a great country.” 

“Ben is a team player with his col-

leagues and is well respected within his 

teacher organization, said another nomi-

nator, “He is polite, professional and his 

job extends beyond the classroom. Ben 

loves his profession and always spreads 

positive energy through his classroom and 

school.” 

He works every day to improve. “Each 

day I try to become a better version of 

myself and I thank BPS for giving me 

great teachers and opportunities as a stu-

dent growing up to achieve my dream and 

goals, said Essam. 

Ben Essam, class of 1994 

Beatrice Public Schools All-Stars 

Ben Essam explains the process for evaluating History Day projects. 
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High school secretary Laurie Spilker was 

recognized as the November Employee of 

the Month. She received a plaque and $50 

in Chamber Bucks. 

The Class B state softball runner-up team 

was  recognized by Jason Sutter, high 

school principal. 

Addison Barnard, Olivia Aden, Hannah 

Lytle, and Whitney Schwisow were also 

recognized for being selected to All-State 

softball teams. 

Student Update 

Student Representative Zack Zimmer-

man told the board that the high school 

Hope Squad recently completed its train-

ing. He also said the National Honor Soci-

ety and Student Council are partnering for 

a coat drive. 

He also said there is a concert choir 

performance on Dec. 19 and Limited Edi-

tion will perform at the upcoming state 

school board convention. 

At the middle school students recently 

celebrated Red Ribbon Week, and the 

eighth graders have been working with 

water testing at Homestead National Mon-

ument of America. 

The houses at Paddock Lane are all col-

lecting food for the Food Bank. 

Breakfast with Santa will be held on 

Dec. 7 at the Community Preschool. 

 

Committee of the Whole 
Vice President Doris Martin said the 

following topics were discussed at the 

Committee of the Whole meeting in Octo-

ber: AQUEST/Data, Dr. Jackie Nielsen, 

assistant superintendent; the 2020/21 

school calendar, Superintendent Jason Al-

exander and Nielsen; the District PLC 

meeting, Alexander and Nielsen; technolo-

gy update, Alexander and Dave Koch; 

Special Education van purchase, Alexan-

der and Terry Brethouwer; property pur-

chase, Alexander; Policy 5109, Alexander 

and Superintendent Evaluation, President 

Jon Zimmerman. 

STANCE Report 
School board member Steve Winter 

reported the group is preparing for the up-

coming legislative session. He provided a 

report on LB537 and LB685. 

  School, Community &  

Staff Report 
School board member Janet Byars re-

ported that the committee met at Paddock 

Lane Elementary. Topics of discussion 

included class sizes, the new “house” sys-

tem, and the district’s need for a social 

worker. 

Negotiations 
Byars reported that the committee met 

once and talked about the array and insur-

ance increases. She said negotiations are 

in the very early stages and the next meet-

ing is Dec. 4 
 

Discussion 
Alexander summarized the proposed 

guidelines to Policy 5109. He said that 

after collaboration with administrators, it 

was determined that some of the zoning 

language needs to be eliminated as it no 

longer applies, a clearer understanding of 

how student enrollments are made is pro-

vided and the addition of some key time-

lines regarding roundup dates and transi-

tion meetings to provide a seamless transi-

tion from preschool to kindergarten. 

 

 Action Items 
Approval was given to a sabbatical 

leave request for Cale Kaiser for the 2020-

21 school year. The purchase of a convec-

tion oven, the superintendent evaluation 

instrument; and a special education van 

purchase were also approved. 

 

   Administrator’s Report 
 Principal Betty Replogle shared infor-

mation about the new houses concept that 

has been implemented at Paddock Lane. 

She said there are a total of 8 houses and 

each is represented by a color and an ani-

mal. Students shared what they like best 

about the houses. Sone of their favorites 

include; getting to see the younger stu-

dents, meeting new people, helping the 

community, and fun activities. 

On Wednesdays everyone wears their 

house shirt and the last 30 minutes of eve-

ry Wednesday are spent as houses doing 

activities. 

Fourth grade teacher told the board 

about Paddock Lane’s goal to raise enough 

money to purchase a bookworm vending 

machine. 

Superintendent’s Report 
 Alexander informed the Board that the 

technology committee believes the best 

methods of raising funds for updating 

Chromebooks is to continue to fundraise, 

repurpose budget allocations and a lease 

purchase payment. 

He also said the district’s strategic plan 

is now five years old so it makes sense to 

start the process of redoing the plan soon. 

Alexander congratulated the Middle 

School and High School for outstanding 

Veteran’s day celebrations. He also said 

the BHS Limited Edition group is set to 

perform at the opening ceremonies of the 

Nebraska State School Board Convention 

on Nov. 21.  

 Next Meeting 
The next board meeting will be on Jan. 

14 at 7 p.m. at the Administration Build-

ing. 

 

Board approves leave request, van purchase 


